The Honorable (Senator's full name) 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator (name): 

I am writing to urge you to support ratification of the U.N. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women. 

The Convention, an international bill of human rights for women, has already been ratified by 185 countries since its completion in 1979. The 30 articles of the Convention call on governments to abolish laws that discriminate against women and actively promote equality by ensuring that women have equal access to education, health care, employment, economic benefits and public life. 

Although the United States is widely seen as a leader in the human rights arena, there are still many instances of gender inequality in the country that need to be addressed. Ratification of this treaty would be promoting the basic rights of women both in our own country and globally. Please support its immediate ratification. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Include your name and address so you can receive a reply.) 

Date
The Honorable _________
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Senator _______:
I am gravely concerned by the United States' failure to ratify the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). Women's rights are in jeopardy in this country and throughout the world, and need CEDAW's protections. Please support CEDAW ratification and urge other Senators to do so. 
CEDAW has already helped to improve conditions for women in countries that have ratified it. It is the most comprehensive U.N. treaty aimed at ensuring women's rights in education, family life, health care, employment, politics, economics, and employment around the world. It is imperative that the United States takes a strong stance in favor of this treaty in order to ensure that basic rights are respected for women around the world. 
As one of your constituents, I ask that you make women's rights a priority on your agenda by supporting the ratification of CEDAW and, thus, equality for women. Without the help of Senators such as you, the epidemic of violence and discrimination against women and girls will continue to remain a worldwide crisis. 
Sincerely,
[Your name]
[Your address]

